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And the reſt of the 
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Proteſtant Diſſenters 
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is humbly dedicated 


By one, who earneſtl s, that 

Truck and Li ee and 

Holineſs may ever flouriſh among 
them; and who is, 


, To thoſe great, and valuable Purpoſes, 
Their Sincere 
3: and Deyoted Servant; 


Nathaniel Braſſey, Eſq; 
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Per xiv. 32. 4 

The wicked is driven away in his 
wickedneſs, but the righteous hath 
 bope in his death. 25 


HE two main ſprings of action in 
mankind, are hope and fear; and 
and when theſe paſſions are ſtruck 

by proper motives, and raiſed to a due 

2 


kt 
E. 


Juſt 1 of the nature and ten- 
dency of moral good and evil, will have 
this deſirable effect: For as man naturally 
aſpires after happineſs, and knows, from 
the reaſon of things, that there is a Goo, 
who governs the world; and is well aſſured, 
both from reaſon and ſcripture, that the 


ſoul is immortal, and that there is a future 


ſtate of rewards and puniſhments ; he muſt' 
needs be filled with 8 at the proſpect Pa 
| 3 


they are then of the greateſt uſe in 
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the terrible conſequences of an immoral 


life, and be animated with reſolution and 
courage, by the hopes of the glorious and 
happy iſſue of a pious and virtuous one. 


is indeed very much in the power of man, 


whether he will give place to ſuch juſt and 


wiſe reflexions or no; and we find by ſad ex- 
perience that too many. do not. The luſt of 
the fleſh, the luſt of the eye, and the pride 
of life, have ſuch a vaſt power and influ- 
ence over them, that they moye on, from 
day to day, in a courſe of actions greatly 
beneath the dignity of their natures, and 
utterly inconſiſtent with their true felicity 
and glory. Thoſe men muſt be brought firſt 
to think juſtly, and would 'to God they 
were land then there will be hope of their 
reformation: I thought on my ways ami turned 
my feet into the path of thy commandments. 
There are others too who. entertain juſt 
thoughts of God and religion, and of 
whoſe ſtate we ought to think well, tho? 
they fall very ſhort of that degree of per- 


fection, to which they might attain. 


What can be more proper to rouze the 


former out of their deluding dangerous 


dream, and to put theſe latter upon greater 
care, circumſpection, ea „ and zeal 


in the grand affair of religion, than to turn 
their views to the obſervation which So/o+ 
mon, who throughly underſtood how to 


touch 


— 


1 : 
touch the paſſions of haman nature, makes 
in the words of our text: The wicked is driven 
away in his wickedneſs, but the righteous hath 
hope in his death. | 


We have here two very different parties 
brought to their laſt moments, death ap- 
pears ready to execute his commiſſion, and 
the unbounded awful proſpect of eternity 
2 upon them. In this view of matters, 

e one is greatly ſhock'd ; his heart fails 
him, confuſion and dread appear in his 
countenance, the pains of hell take hold up- 
on him, and the arrows of the Almighty 
ſtick faſt in his ſoul : but notwithſtanding 
all his reluctance and unwillingneſs to go, 
he is driven away to appear before a jealous 
God whom he has affronted. The other re- 
ceives his ſummons to depart, with peace 
in his breaſt, all is ſerene and calm, the im- 
mortal part quits its tenement of clay with 
the well-grounded hope of aſcending to 
happineſs and glory. | 


If you ask whence it comes to paſs that 
thoſe perſons go off the ſtage with ſo grand 
a difference in the temper of their minds? 
You need only read the text again, and you 
will there meet with a ſufficient anſwer : 
The wicked is driven away in his 5 
but the righteous hath hope in his death. The 
man that fear*d not God while health and 
ſtrength remain'd, trembles when ſickneſs 
= B 2 ſeizes 
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ſeizes him and death approaches, at the 
thought of an almighty, infinitely holy, and 
Juſt Being; and no wonder, ſince all thoſe 
arguments and methods by which he en- 
couraged himſelf in his former infidelity, 
impiety, and unrighteouſneſs, now appear 
abſurd and unreaſonable to the laſt degree; 
be can no longer ward off the alarms of con- 
ſcience by a hurry of buſineſs, or the noiſe 
and jargon of his jovial merry companions, 
nor have. his mighty reaſons, ſuch as he once 
thonght ſo, againſt providence, a future ſtate, 
and the chriſtian revelation, now any force 
àn them; ſo that there remains nothing for 
hit, unhappy ſoul ! but 4 fearful looking for 
of fiery wrath and indignation, But with the 
_ righteous the caſe is otherwiſe 3 he havit 
ſincerely endeavoured to approve himſelf to 
God in his life-time, meets at death with 
good hope, peace, and comfort: the teſti- 
mony of his conſcience that in ſimplicity and 

odly ſincerity, and not with fleſhly wiſdom, he 
Fat had his converſation in the world, enables 
him to lift up his head in his laſt moments 
with joy, in the firm belief that his redemp- 
lion draws nigh, | 99 


What a noble encouragement have we 
from hence, to purſue with the moſt un- 
wearied application, and the warmeſt zeal, 
the path of piety and virtue; and what an 
awful and awakening warning to ſhun the 
ways of fin? Who would not wiſh to die 

En IP ET ea | the 
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che death of the righteous? and where is the 
man that would not tremble at the thought 
of dying with a ſoul full of horror? 


But in order to weaken the force of this 
motive *tis alledged, that there have been 
inſtances of immoral perſons going out of 
the world in peace, and of righteous ones 
dying in the midſt of confuſion and terror: 
nay more than this, ſome will pretend to 
account for the whole affair, by telling us, 
that the only reaſon why any man has dread- 
ful apprehenſions, in bis laſt hours, let his 
life have been never ſo vile, is meerly a want 
of animal ſpirits; that *tis owing to the 
weakneſs and low ſtate in which he is at 
that time; and that wherever there happens 
to be a flow of er there is peace and 
quietneſs : I wiſh heartily that they who are 
in this way of thinking, would, before they 
lay any ſtreſs upon it, conſider, whether in 
the firſt place they can prove, that good 
men have uſually in their laſt hours more 
ſpirit and life than the wicked and ungodly z 
and when they have done this, which I am 
ſure they can't eaſily do, I would then deſire 
of them to aſſign a reaſon why it is ſo: and 
till they have gone thus far, this part of the 
objection is of no force. 


As to the former part it muſt be acknow- 
ledged, that there have been inſtances of 
ſome, who, according to the 3 


L 10 J 
of by-ſtanders, ha ve after a life of wicked 
neſs died with peace and courage; but may 
not what is call'd courage and quietneſs be 
only a ſtrong and reſolute ſilence? The 
man perhaps is loth to give his friends any 
uneaſineſs by venting his complaints, in a 
caſe in which he apprehends it is not in their 
er to relieve him: or he may be great- 
Fe and fo inſenſible of his dange- 
tous ſtare, There have been ſhocking in- 
ſtances of this kind. He may be given up 
by God in judgment to. hardneſs of heart: 
or his peace may proceed from falſe. prin- 
ciples, ſuch as that abominable one, that 
God fees no fin in bis own people; a notion 
which overturns all religion at once, an 
_ ought to be abhorred by every man 
owns the chriſtian revelation. _ ” 


Tis likewiſe true, that the righteous man's 
fun may ſet in a cloud; he may have his 
doubts and fears at the approach of death : 
and it is as true, that theſe diſtreſſing 
thoughts may be owing either to a melan- 
choly conſtitution, wrong ſentiments con- 
cerning the terms of acceptance with God; 
falſe apprehenſions of the ſtate of his ſoul 
or late failings. 1 NO 


Theſe inſtances we have mention'd are 
fuch as do not very often happen, and when. 
they do may be accounted fr ; and there- 
fore they by no means invalidate the motive 

co 


— * 
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Eu 3 | 
to a pious and holy life, which the wiſe man 
here offers. He does not fay that every 
wicked man dies with terror in his mind; 
nor that every good man has comfort and 
hope in his laſt hours: all that he inrends is, 
that in the general, and for the rnoſt part it 
is ſo. And here I am perſwaded he has the 
experience of every age and country to ſup- 


Me are at preſent, you all know, con- 
cern'd with the death of the righteous man 
only; for tis ſuch a one we have lately loft 
from this ſociety : one whoſe name and me- 
mory ever ought, and ever will be, I ve- 
rily believe, in a peculiar manner, precious 
to you; to you, who have long enjoy'd his 
wiſe and faithful labours. While this great 
and good man lived, he was no ſtranger to a 
rational bope of future happineſs and glory : 
No, he often look'd forward to that ſtate 
to which he is gone, with the expectation 
of meeting with perfect reſt and never-end- 
ing joy: nor did his hope fail him in his 
laſt hours; the righteous hath hope in his death. 


I. We have here the moſt valuable cha- 
racer in the world mention'd. This we 
ſhall take particular notice of, and likewiſe 
of its peculiar excellence, | 


U. A 
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II. A very deſirable thing is aſſerted of 
ſuch in general, namely, that they have hope 
in their death. | 


III. We ſhall examine into the reaſona- 
bleneſs of this hope. ps 


I. We have here the moſt valuable cha- 
racter in the world mention'd. This we 
ſhall take particular notice of; and likewiſe 
of its peculiar excellence. The righteous man z 
that's the character, and *tis a very com- 
prehenſive one. | 


The term righteous here is to be under- 
ſtood in ſo extenſive a ſenſe, as to relate, 
not only to the duties we owe to mankind, 
but to thoſe too which we owe to God and 
ourſelves, It is uſual, in the ſacred wri- 
tings, to expreſs the whole of religion, by 
fome eminent branch or principle of it; and 
certainly righteouſneſs is ſuch a one: ſo that 
by the righteous here is meant the reli- 
gious. 


But then let it be remember'd, that re- 
lgion does not conſiſt in a meer ſet of no- 
tions, be they never ſo juſt and right; in an 
external ſnow of devotion, be it never ſo 
exact and conſtant; in a warm attachment 
to any particular party of chriſtians, even 

though they ſhould be the pureſt and beſt 
| | upon 


— 
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upon earth; in a duil and gloomy counte- 
nance, or a ſevere treatment of the body 


in an 9 1 of love to God, where love 
to mankind is wanting; or in a perpetual 
talk, without any due regard had to time, 
place, or perſon, about ſerious ſubjects. 
Religion is ſomething more and better than 
all this : It conſiſts in living ſoberly, righteouſly, 
and godly ; in viſiting the fatherleſs and the wi- 
dots, and in keeping ourſelves unſpotted from 
the world: in doing juſtice, loving mercy, and 
walking bumbly with God, | 


' © The religious man is one who loves God 
with all his heart and foul, and that from a 
full conviction of his infinite perfections; 
from a firm belief that 'tis the enjoyment of 
his favour, and nothing elſe, can make him 
happy; and from a deep ſenſe of innume- 
rable undeſerv'd favours received. He en- 
tertains a reverential fear of the moſt bigb, 
and exerciſes an humble truſt in him; con- 
ſcious to himſelf that he who hath all things 
at command is able to do for him, and 
from the infinite benignity of his nature, 
inclined to do exceeding abundantly, above all 
that be can ask or think. He gives credit to 
the diſcovery of his mind upon proper evi- 
dence, and ſtands ready to obey him in all 
things. He is in ſubjection to the fatber of ſpi- 
rits, and patiently bears his correcting hand, 
Knowing that when God chaſtiſes the children 

men, *tis for their profit, that they might 

8 WE partakers 
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partakers of his holineſs, He worſhips him 
boch in private and publick, and that not 
with liz-ſervice, but in ſpirit and in truth. 
He ai.ns at his heavenly father's honour 
and glory, in conjunction with his own ever- 
laſting happineſs; and is ambitious of no- 
thing more than an encreaſing likeneſs to 
him in all moral perfections. He loves the 
Lord Jeſus ſincerely, and takes care not to 
affront the Holy Spirit. | 


As to his neighbour, he acts upon that no- 
ble, but too much neglected principle, of 
doing to others what, in reaſon and juſtice, 
he might expect that they ſhould do to him, 
was he in their circumſtances and they in 
= He bd in the 2 with 2 

icity and godly ſincerity, ſcorning to ſe- 
RE the e. of the dove — the 
wiſdom of the ſerpent. He is ready to do 
all the good offices to mankind, both as to 
time and eternity, that are in his power. 
He rejoices in their happineſs, and mourns 
with them in their pains and ſorrows. He 
is very careful not to wound any in that 
dear and tender part, reputation; will ſay 
all the good of others that he can, upon a 
proper occaſion, and charitably - hides a 
multitude of fins, *till there appears a plain 
and juſt call to mention them. He is one 
who ſpeaks as he thinks, is true to his en- 
gagements as far as he can, and which is 
à moſt beautiful part of his character, he 
heartily 


"ef 


heartily forgives and mou for all his ene. 
mies: Father forgive them, 


As to ſelf-government he ſtudies how he 
may beſt keep his appetites, paſſions, and 
deſires in full ſubjection to the wiſe and 
wholeſome dictates of reaſon and revela- 
tion. This is the righteous, cr, in other 
words, the religious man, and certainly ſuch 
deſerve to be called the excellent ones of 
the earth: They are ſo in the ſight of God, 
angels, and all wiſe and good men: Nay, 
there are ſuch charms in piety and virtue, 
as raiſe a veneration and efteem in the minds 
of thoſe, who refuſe to practiſe what they 
cannot but love, | 


The religious have too often been the ſub- 
ject of ridicule and banter, among the pro- 
phane, and I was going to add, ſtupid part 
of mankind; but I rather chuſe to call 
them raſh; for many of theſe creatures are 
maſters of fine ſenſe, though they miſera- 
bly abuſe it: However, they may make 
themſelves as merry as they pleaſe upon 
this head at preſent, but if ever they come 
to think thy, they will with concern and 
ſhame be obliged to acknowledge, that 
they have injur'd and lighted thoſe who 
have deſerved the higheſt eſteem; for the 
righteous man is more excellent than others 
upon many accounts, 


C n He 
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He is ſo as he bears a nearer reſemblance 
to the original and fountain of perfection, 
and, in conſequence of this, has a ſhare. in 
the ſpecial favour of the moſt high: for 
certainly the greateſt honour human nature 
is capable of, is to be like God, and to en- 
Joy his ſmiles. * Ot 5 
This will further appear, if we attend to 
the greatneſs of his mind, and the freedom 
of his ſpirit. By greatneſs of mind we mean 
a taſte for things of the higheſt nature and 
Importance, and by freedom of ſpirit, ſuch 
a command of paſſion, as is neceſſary to: a 
man's acting up to the dictates of a well- 
inform*d judgment: in both theſe views the 
excellence of the religious man diſcovers 
itſelf, in a very affecting manner. 3 


The perfections of the great God, diſ- 

cover d in the make and conſtitution of the 
heavens and the earth; in the government 
of the world, and more eſpecially by reve- 
lation; the nature of man, the relation he 
ſtands in to God, and the expectation his 
maker has from him; his preſent condi- 
tion; the deſign of God as to his recove- 
ry, and the wiſe and gracious method ta- 
ken by the father of mercies in order to it; 
the reaſonableneſs, neceſſity, and happy con- 
ſequences of a pious and holy life; the vile- 
neſs and dreadful tendency of a contrary 
oF | conduct ; 


— 
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conduct; the immortality of the ſoul; the, 
uncertainty of life, the certainty of death 
and judgment, and the vaſtly different ſen- 
tences that will in that day be paſſed on 
the righteous and r Theſe are 
among the ſubjects which entertain his mind; 
theſe are the things he has a reliſn for, and 
thinks of with ſeriouſneſs and cloſe atten- 
tion, being conſcious to himſelf, that they 
are matters of the laſt conſequence, even of 
infinite importance, He dares not put the 
eternal mind far from him, nor can he ſuf- 
fer himſelf to deſpiſe heaven, or laugh at 
damnation: while ſome, too many, God 
| knows! have their reaſoning power employ- 
ed, mainly, upon comparatively mean ob- 
Jets, and confine their views within the 
narrow limits of this world; the righteous 
man's ſoul is converſant about nobler things; 
his divine nature cannot be fatisfy'd with 
| ſuch clouds and vanity z he aſpires after 

and travels by faith. to. a better and more 
glorious world, and fixes upon no other be- 
ing but God himſelf for the portion of his 
ſoul. This is true greatneſs of mind. | 


There is beſides this, in every man, 
a noble freedom of ſpirit : Such have burſt 
thoſe chains, and have got out of that ab- 
ject ſtate of ſlavery, in which great multi- 
tudes are held, through the unhappy influ - 
ence of luſt and paſſion. See the covetous 
man ſacrificing a thouſand hours of inno- 
4.4 cent 
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eent entertainments and lawful pleaſures, 
and, which is worſe, wronging his neigh- 
bour, grinding the poor, forfeiting his E. 
nour and reputation, wounding his own 
ſoul, and even running the riſque of hell 
and damnation. And what muſt we ſay of 
him that drowns his reaſon in his cups ? not 
fatisfied, *till by an exceſs of liquor, he 
unfits his ſoul for a proper diſcharge of its 
duty, lays himſelf open to innumerable in- 
ſtances of folly and raſhneſs, makes himſelf 
a burden to his friends, and the ſcorn of 
his enemies, and becomes at once unfit for 
keaven and earth. 


The righteous ſoul abhors this conduc 
and ftands faſt in the liberty wherewith 
Chrift, by the renewing influences of the 
holy ſpirit, hath made him free; and ſcorns 
to yield himſelf any more a ſervant, I 
ſhould have ſaid ſlave, to any mean or igno- 
ble paſſion, And can there be a more glo- 
rious object upon earth, among the ſons of 
Adam, than this, in the light in which we 
are now viewing him? or, on the other 
hand, is there a meaner one than the man 
that is at the beck and controul of every un- 
worthy appetite ? how excellent is the one? 
how contemptible the other? We are apt to 

ze with fond and ambitious eyes on earth- 
y grandeur and honour, and to look with 
concern and pity upon ſuch as are chain'd 
down to gallies, and confined to dark = 


— 
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cold priſons, and loathſome dungeons: but 
the ſlavery of theſe latter, is vaſtly more to- 
lerable in the judgment of a wiſe mind than 


that of the ſinner; and the grandeur of the 


former 1s not worthy to be laid in balance 
_ the greatneſs and freedom of the 
chriſtian's ſpirit. We might proceed to o- 
ther parts of the religious man's excellency, 
ſuch as the principles upon which he acts; 
the pleaſures he is moſt entertained with; 
the firmneſs of his mind, and that courage 
which enables him to bear thro? the great- 
eſt dangers in the cauſe of his God; and 
as tis ſuch a one, to whoſe memory we are 
now paying our reſpects, it would be a plea- 
ſure to me to go on. But *tis more proper 
at preſent to turn our thoughts, 


2dly, To what is aſſerted, in the general, 
of thoſe to whom the character, we have 
been deſcribing, belongs; and *tis this, 
that they have hope in their death. Let us 
briefly conſider the object of this hope. And 
we are here obliged to throw our thoughts 
into as narrow a compaſs as we can. 


The righteous expect to be at death for 
ever freed from every painful ſenſation, and 
diſturbing thought ; and the more of theſe 
he has met with in the courſe of his pilgri- 
mage, the pleaſanter are ſuch hopes when 
his departure is at hand: he then joyfully 
believes, *twill ſoon be out of the power = 


* 
wy 


his body, either by being the occaſion or in- 
ſtrument of ſin, or the ſeat of diſeaſes; to 
rack and torment his ſoul. He hopes he 
ſhall be freed from every temptation and 


' ſnare, which the frowns or flatteries of the 


world, and the malice of the devil were 
wont to throw. in his way; and from all 
thoſe imperfections which attend, and grieve, 
and wound the hearts of the brighteſt ſaints. 


He hopes that clouds and darkneſs ' ſhall no 


more hang around his mind, nor the leaſt 
frown appear in the countenance of his hea- 
venly father. That ſtorms and tempeſts from 
every quarter ſhall ceaſe, and all ſhall be 
ſerene and calm. That he ſhall ſoon reap the 


delightful fruits of his paſt meckneſs, humili- 


ty, patience, temperance, charity, godlineſs, 
and brotherly love: That in conſequence of 
ſuch a conduct, he ſhall be able to hold up 
his head with joy before God ; and when 
he comes there, for which his pious ſoul 
longs, that he ſhall have more comprehen- 
ſive, clear, and diftin&t apprehenſions of 
theadorable perfections of the Deity, than he 
could ever, after all his moſt diligent ſearches, 
arrive at here. He hopes that when once 
he removes from his earthly houſe, he ſhall 
deſcry inconceiveable marks of grandeur, 
wiſdom, power, and goodneſs, in the make 
of the heavens and the earth and their fur- 
niture, beyond what he could poſſibly do 


while confined to this fmall part of the uni- 


verſe, That thoſe ſteps of diyine govern- 
| ment 
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ment which now are to him a great deep, and 
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have been ſometimes almoſt ready to overwhelm - 


him, ſhall be there unfolded, and appear to be 
every way worthy of God, to be wile, juſt and 


righteous parts of one grand and vaſtly com- 
prehenſive plan, which the ſovereign of the 


world has laid, and is ſteadily perſuing from one 
generation to another. He dies, hoping that 
his views of the engaging wonders of redeem- 
ing grace will be greatly enlarged ; and that he 
ſhall have the unſpeakable pleaſure to behold 
Jeſus, whom his ſoul ardently loves, ſitting at 
the right hand of the Father, and the honour to 
Join the natives of Zion, and the ſpirits of juſt 
men made perfect, in aſcribing glory and fal- 
vation to him that fits upon the throne, and to 
the Lamb for ever. That he ſhall have the 
moſt free, friendly, and improving converſa- 
tion with the inhabitants of the new Jeruſalem, 
and when his Lord ſhall make his ſecond ap- 
pearance in the grand and folemn character of 
judge, that he alſo ſhall appear with him in or- 
der to be openly acquitted, and to have a bo- 
dy raiſed from the grave, freed from preſent 
imperfections, and faſhioned like unto Chriſt's 
glorious body; with theſe great and noble, 
with theſe infinitely valuable expectations, the 
heaven-born ſoul leaves this wilderneſs, aſcends, 
and is ſeen by vs no more, | 


Need I aſk where have been your thoughts 
while I have been mentioning theſe things? I veri- 
ly believe that they have been fixed, as mine were 
when I penn'd them, upon our dear departed 
friend, With what pleaſure have we heard him 

wy 8 ſpeak 
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ſpeak of God, his works, his government, of 
e nature of angels, their office and their en- 
tertainments, and of the ſtate and employment 
of feparate ſpirits? Has he not when his 
heart has been warm'd with theſe important 
themes, greatly longed to be where he now is? 
Methinks I ſee him, and O! how pleaſed he 
looks, converſing with ſome angels, perhaps 
with thoſe that knew and loved him in this 
lower world, about theſe weighty points : and 
let me add, for ſure I am, I can with juſtice do 
it, but few have left this ſtate ſo well prepared 
for ſuch a converſation as himſelf, With an- 
gels let us leave him for the preſent. 


The hope which we have been ſpeaking of is 
more to be deſired than all the riches and ho- 
nours of the world ; what can theſe avail, when 
the judge of all commands us to depart: no- 
thing at that ſolemn hour can give us peace, 
and ſure peace then is worth a thouſand worlds, 
nothing, except it be a firm belief that God is 
reconciled, and that heaven will be our portion. 
This indeed will bear our ſpirits up under pains 
and ſickneſs, ay, and under what ſtrikes deeper, 
and goes much nearer to the heart, I mean a 
dying farewel to our friends around us. 


Whether this hope of happineſs is turned in- 
to fruition immediately at — or not till the 
general reſurection, has been matter of debate. 
To me it appears reaſonable to ſuppoſe, that 
the ſoul no ſooner leaves the body, but it enters 

_ a ſtate of happineſs, tho? not ſo as 
What it will be in poſſeſſion of after the reſur- 
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rection. It is certain, at leaſt very probable, 


that thinking ſubſtances are eſſentially different 
from material ones; and tho' while a ſoul is u- 
nited to a body, the good diſpoſition of the 
organs of that body, is neceſſary to the think- 


ing part's exerting itſelf in a regular manner; 


yet inſtead of imagining from hence, as ſome 
have done, that when the ſoul comes to be ſe- 
parated from its material companion, it can no 
longer think, we have rather reaſon to conclude, 
that it will then exert itſelf with more vigour 
and accuracy than ever it did before ; becauſe 
it will be freed from the many interruptions, 
which a weak and frail body occaſion'd. 


And if we conſult the ſcriptures, we ſhall 
there meet with reaſons tobelieve that itis the bo- 
dy only, and not the ſoul, which ſleeps at death. 
Daniel xii. 2. Many of them that ſleep in the 
duſt of the earth ſhall awake; which can be meant 
of the body only, unleſs we ſuppoſe the ſoul to 
go with it to the grave: but we are expreſsly in- 
torm*d that he ſoul returns to God that gave it: 
to that God who after he had form*d man's bo- 
dy out of the duſt of the earth, breathed into it 


a living ſoul, In Matth. xxvii. yer. 52. we read 


that the graves were open d and many Bop IES of 


ſaints which ſlept, aroſe. It is not an eaſy matter 
(if poſſible) to make ſenſe of what the apoſtle 


ſays, without allowing this: does he not ex- 
preſsly declare, I am in a ſtrait betwixt two, 
having a deſire to depart and to be with Chrift 
which is far better? The being preſent with 


Chriſt, is undeniably the reaſon of his defiring 


io depart this life, which it could not poſſibly 
* be 
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be, unleſs we allow that he thought the 


preſence 

eo 
him, beyond what he met with in this world: 
but where there is no thought there can be no 
happineſs. How could he have this deſire if he 


knew that at death he muſt enter into a ſtate 


of inſenſibility? While he remain'd in this 
world he enjoy*d pleaſant communion with God 
and Chriſt ; had the uncommon influences of 
the Holy Spirit; an opportunity of promoting 
the intereſt of his lord and maſter, and by that 
means of increaſing his own future glory and 
happineſs; and he was withal firmly perſwaded, 
that a ſufficiency” of ſtrength would be given 


him to conquer all his ſpiritual - adverſaries ; 


moreover, the ſooner he departed, if the ſoul 
at death was to be deprived of all thought, till 
the general reſurrection, the longer time would 
he have to remain in that uſeleſs ſtate ;. ſure 
then in this caſe for him to deſire to depart 
would be very ſtrange. But here it may be 
ſaid, that whether a man remains inſenſible a 
longer or ſhorter time, 'tis all one; for being 
intirely without conſciouſneſs, during that time, 
*tis the ſame thing to him, if he finds himfelf 
happy after an age is paſt, as if he had entered 
into ſuch a ſtate immediately. Admitting this 
to be true, no one under ſuch a view of mat- 
ters, and in the Apoſtle's circumſtances, would 
deſire to depart: beſides, if heaven be a ſtate 
of progreſſive knowledge and happineſs, the 
longer any one remains in a ſtate of ſeparation, 
the greater loſs: he ſuſtains; for in the compaſs 


of an age he might have made a noble advance- 


ment in knowledge and þlifs. From what has 
fl | | been 
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been aid, it is, I hope, probable, the righte · 
ous man will find his expectation of felicity in 
a conſiderable degree ſatisfied immediately at 
death. 


We are now, Thirdy, nnn 
reaſonableneſs of this hope. 


That it is a reaſonable hope will appear 


from a united view of the nature of man; the, 


relation he ſtands in to God; his preſent _ 
dition, and from the nature of the divine be- 
ing: likewiſe from revelation. 


Man conſiſts of ſoul and body 1 the one is 


a thinking, the other is a material ſubſtance: 


and theſe are as different in their natures as 


poſſible; though the contrary has been aſſert- 
ed; and ſome that have reaſon to be afraid of 
another world, would be glad to prove it. But 
before they can do this, they muſt deny one 


eſſential property in matter, and that is, that tis 


capable of being divided: or elſe make it evi- 


dent, that to ſuppoſe the half, or the third 


part of a thought, is not a contradiction, and 
contrary to the common ſenſe and experience 
ok or elſe they muſt prove, that 
two properties directly repugnant to one ano- 
ther, may reaſonably be allow'd to belong to 
the ſame ſubſtance. But if they can't do this, 
will it not follow, that a thinking being is eſ- 
ſentially different from a material one, and con- 
ſequently, that the body may be deſtroy*d at 
the ſame time, that the ſoul remains unhurt? 


Further, | 
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Further, we find our ſelves capable of form- 
ing a great number of ideas, different from 
thoſe which are convey'd to us by the organs 
of ſenſe : This is the caſe when we turn our 
thoughts upon moral ſubjects: we can compare 
our thoughts with one another, and paſs thro? 
a long chain of reaſoning in the ptirſuit of 
truth : and ſome minds are more pleaſed with 
this, than the ſenſualiſt ever was in the midſt 
of all his ignoble entertainments. We can tra- 
vel by thought without moving one ſtep out 
of our place, into diſtant countries, even from 
the riſing of the ſun to the ſetting thereof, and 
that with greater ſwiftneſs than light itſelf ; 
nay, we can paſs from this globe to the ſtarry 
regions in a moment, and aſcend from thence 
to the throne of God, and view the perfections 
of the eternal mind : we can call up paſt ſcenes 
and make them preſent, and can extend our 
views forward, eyen beyond the general con- 
flagration, into the remote ages of eternity: 
and who is there can account for all this from 
any * the properties of matter or laws of mo- 
_ tion | | 


Do we not all find, that we have a power 
of acting, or not acting, according to the de- 
termination of our own minds, and that after 
the laſt view of the underſtanding is paſt, we 
can chuſe whether we will exert a ſelf- moving 
faculty or no? Are we not capable of diſtin- 
guiſhing between good and evil; between 
what is, and what is not fit and proper to be 
done, by conſidering the relation which things 


: L 27 J 
bear to one another, or by a ſpecial informa- 
tion from ſome ſuperior being ? and have we 
not hopes and fears to be raiſed by the propo- 
ſal of rewards and puniſhments? And conſe- 
quently, this being the caſe, are we not the 
proper ſubjects of a moral law? 


Again; how ſtrong and ardent a thirſt after 
happineſs 1s implanted in human nature, and 
does not the experience of every age convince 
us, that this is not to be met with here? Sure 
then this deſire is given us in vain, and 
will never be ſatisfied, or the proper abject of 
it dwells in a ſuperior region, and is to be poſ- 
ſeſſed in ſome other ſtate. | 


And if we examine into the ſentiments of 
mankind, in every age and nation, ſhall we 
not find them ing in this general notion, 
that there is a future ſtate? And whence can 
| this proceed? is it to be accowited for from 
education, ſuperſtition, or tradition? or rather, 
ought we not to look upon it, as the natural 
dictate of a reaſoning mind? What worthy 
and commendable deeds, what truly noble and 


heroick actions, have been perform'd under 


the influence of ſuch a principle? and how ma- 
ny mean, baſe, and pernicious actions have 


been prevented by it? No one, ſays Cicero, in 


his treatiſe concerning old age, /hall perſwade 
me, Scipio, that your worthy father, or your 
grandfathers, Paulus and Africanus, or Africa» 
nus bis father, or uncle, or many other excellent 
men, performed ſo many actions to be remembered 
dy poſterity, without being ſenſible that futurity 3 
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their right ; and, if 1 might be allowed an old man's 
privilege to ſpeak.of myſelf, do you think that I ſhould 
baue endured the fatigue of ſo many weariſome days 


and nights, both at home aud abroad, if I ima- 


| gined that the ſame boundary which is ſet to my 


ife muſt terminate my glory? Were it not more 
deſirable to have worn out my days in eaſe and 
rranquillity, free from labour and without emula- 
lation: But I know not how, my ſoul bas always 
raiſed itſelf and looked forward on futurity, in the 
view and ex pectation, that when it ſhall tout 


e life, it ſhall then liue for ever ; and if this was 


not true, that the mind is immortal, the ſouls of 
tbe moſt wworthy would not, above all others, have 
the ſtrongeſt impulſe to glory. E 


Again; this preſent ſtate ever was a ſcene 
of ſorrow amd vexation: What Job ſays, has been 
found true, by dear experience, in every age, 
Man that is born of a' woman is of few days, and 
Full of trouble, || We are placed in a world, where 
little pleaſes but in proſpect, and when we ob- 
tain, what, at u diſtant view, we were 


fond of, we ufually find ourſelves diſappoint- 


ed: Where we ſtond in a battle, expos'd to a 
thouſand dangers, and yet forget our own 
mortality; and ſtart, like David, when we 
hear, Thou art the man! Where pains aſſault 
us, deluſions ſurround us, and terrors hang 
over us; where objects, as well as appetites, 
decay, and we yearly bury ſome favourite a- 
muſement or pleaſure z and they that ſucceed 
are leſs exquiſite, and full as mortal: where 
we ſpend the moſt of our days in climbing the 

Vid. Younc.” | il 
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hall of « our fortune, which ſuſpends by labour 
any ſerious thought ; and when we have climb- 
ed it, and are about to change toil for enjoy- 
ment, we are ſurprized to te our grave ſo 
near us on the other ſide. In a world, where 
the infirmities of our bodies demand and ſup- 
port one Profeſſion, and the infirmitiès of our 

minds . 3 wbere we cannot make way 
from our doors but through the cries of indi- 

ence or diſeaſe ; where youth often languiſhes 
like 2 tempeſt-beaten flower, and age, ſhows 
its injuries like a blaſted oak; where enmity 
is ſincere, and friendſhi alben a name, and it 
is ruin to truſt thoſe, not to truſt, is al- 
moſt a crime, as a relation, a friend, a brother; 
where many fall from credit, fortune, life, with 


Ceſar's exclamation And this from you ! Where 


the fond mother to day looks with tranſport 
on the reward of her * labour and painful 
travel, which changes perhaps to morrow the 
cradle for the grave; where the feeble father 
follows a favourite and only daughter, the de- 
light of his eye, the reſt of his age, to the 
cold and filent chambers of death, which he, 
perhaps, has wiſh'd for himſelf in vain, and 
ſheds thoſe tears over her, which ſhould ex- 
eſs. his joy for the happy diſpoſal of her in 
life : or perhaps the caſe is ſtill worſe, he ſees 
— 4 and beauty, and innocence, fallen 
into arms, to him more dreadful than thoſe of 
death. * And the buſineſs which he who re- 
mains has to do, lies within the compaſs of a 
few months, and calls for diſpatch: wants and 


Pains are all the while multiplying upon him, 
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and, under this additional load, he comes me- 
lancholy behind, till he either ſtumbles upon 
ſomething which throws him into the grave, 
or fainting falls of himſelf. In à world, in 
ſhort, where the paſt is next to a dream, and 
the future a ſore travel; and the little happi- 
neſs that is to be met with in it, the portion 
| often of the wicked, while the righteous are in 
great diſtreſs. : 


Now, tis God that governs the world, and 
he is inveſted. with the glorious attributes of 
infinite wiſdom, power, juſtice, holineſs, and 
3 z and he ever propoſes an end ſuita- 
ble to the dignity of his nature in all his de- 
ſigns: He never wants power to accompliſh 
his wiſe purpoſes, and goodneſs is the attribute 
which he delights to diſplay, and which incli- 
ned him to give being to the world, and to all 
its inhabitants: juſtice and holineſs likewiſe at- 
tend his thronez and we may as well ſuppoſe 
this infinitely glorious ſovereign to ceaſe to 
exiſt, as to act in any one inſtance inconſiſtent 
with his moral perfections. With reverence 
then be it 5 where is the wiſdom and 
goodneſs of placing ſuch a creature as man 
upon earth, if within the compaſs of a few 
years, after he has travelled through many 
Pains and ſorrows, he muſt die and be no more? 
Does not ſuch a ſuppoſition as this greatly 
weaken the divine authority, and abate the 


affections of mankind towards their creator 
and lord? and would not this diſcourage the 
practice of virtue? Men, as we obſerved be- 
fore, are the proper ſubjeRts of a moral 1 F 
9 | ut 
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but what heart would there be in them to obey, 
if they found that piety and virtue were attended 
with miſery, and wickedneſs with ſucceſs and 


proſperity ? 


In point of juſtice, tis certain thoſe who ſin, 
which is the caſe of all mankind, ſuffer leſs than 
they deſerve : but ſhall not the judge of all the 
earth, who loves holineſs, as well as juſtice, 
ſhow, in the ſight of men, and of other ratio- 
nal beings, a peculiar kind regard to thoſe, who 
ſincerely endeavour, in the midſt of all their 
ſnares and temptations, to approve: themſelves 
to him ? ſhall he not make theſe, even tho? 
they have offended him, leſs miſerable than 
thoſe who commit iniquity with greedineſs, 
ſhowing Jittle or no regard to his commands ? 
And is this always done here? If not, may we 
not as certainly conclude, that the righteous 


man's hopes at death, are juſt and reaſonable, 


as that there is a God who rules the world? 


The ſum of what we have ſaid amounts to 
this. That as the ſoul is a ſubſtance eſſentially - 


different from the body, it may exiſt tho? the 


body be deſtroyed. That man is the ſubject of 
a moral law, That his creator hath implanted 
in him a ſtrong deſire after happineſs. That 
this world is a ſcene of ſorrow and trouble for 
the moſt part: and that as to felicity, what 
ſhare.of it is to be met with here is often the. 
lot of the wicked, while the righteous are in 
diſtreſs. That in all ages, there have been 
found among mankind, a belief of a future ſtate. 
And laſtly, that ſince *tis an infinitely wiſe, juſt, 
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powerful, good, and holy Being that governs 
* world, the religious man's hopes are well 
ounded, 


Let us now ſearch the ſcriptures concerning 
this affair, and we ſhall find that in many pla- 
ces they confirm what we have ſaid. The caſe 
of Abel is very much to our purpoſe ; u 
was a pious good man murdered A roms 
God dechres himſelf well pleaſed with. If there 
be no hereafter, how eam we reconcile this ſingle 
inſtance with the belief of a providence? And 
would it not have proved an unanſwerable ob- 
jection againſt a lle 1 „whenever that 
ſhould om en to be inconſiſtent with the mtere! 
of this — life? In Fob you meet with a 
ſage which carries in it a preſumption, that he 
not only believed à future ſtate, but was not 
ignorant of the doctrine of the reſurrection. For 
F know that' my Redeemer liveth, and that he ſhall 
ſtand at the laf day upon the earth. And the after 
my ſein worms Fr this body, yet in my fleſh ſhall 
F ſee God: Whom I ſhall ſee for my ſelf, and mine 
- ſhall behold, and not anotber ; though my reins 

be conſumed within med. This indeed is thought 
by ſome, to be only a prediction of his future 
proſperity in this world, as the reward of his 
exemplary patience. But if chis be the only 
meaning of this place, how comes he to com- 
me ſo heavily as he does in this chapter, of 
preſent ſufferings, which were to be ſo 
| holly ended and ſpeedily rewarded. And do 
not the plain and literal ſenſe of the words ſig- 


# Job xix. 25, 26, 27. f 
nify 


Wi 
nify a reſurtection of the body after it had been 


deſtroyed by worms. In confirmation of this 


ſenſe of the place tis remarkable, that the laſt 
verſe of this book, according to the Septuagint, 
runs thus, So Job died being old and full of 
days; but tis written, that be ſpall riſe again with 

thoſe whom the Lord raiſes up. And the pro- 
phet Daniel declares, That many of them that 
| ſleep in the duſt of the earth ſhall awake, ſome to 
everlaſting life, and ſome to everlaſting ſhame and 


contempt 3 which 222 to, tho' not fo 
full as, what our ſays in the fifth of John; 
The hour is coming when all that are in their 
graves ſhall bear his voice, and fhall come forth, 
they that have done good to the reſurremion of 
life, and they that bave done evil to the reſurre- 
Zion of damnation. In the eleventh chapter to 
the Hebrews we are inform'd, after ſeveral e- 
minent inſtances of piety and holineſs mention- 
ed, that they all died in faith, not having received 
the promiſes, but having ſeen them afar off, and 
they were perſwaded of them and embraced them, 
and confeſſed that they were but pilgrims and ſtran- 
gers upon earth. For they that ſay ſuch things de- 
clare plainly that they ſeek a' country: and truly 
bad they been mindful of that country from whence 
they came out, they might have had opportunity io 
have returned; but now they deſire à better conn- 
try that is an heavenly ; wherefore God is not a- 
ſhamed to be called their God, for he bath prepared 
for them a city, even that of the new Jeruſalem. 
This ſame apoſtle in the firſt of Corinthians 
declares, That if in this life only we have bope in 
Chriſt, we are of all men moſt miſerable ; and he 
poſitively aſſerts, that if we believe the _ 
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rection of Chriſt, we muſt believe the refurre-- 
ction of the dead. In Revel. xx. we are told, 
That the ſea Fu give up the dead which are 
in it, and death and the grave deliver up the 
dead which are in them; and elſewhere, that 
Bleſſed are the dead which die in the Lord, even 
ſo ſaith the ſpirit ; they reſt from their labours, and 
#beir works follow them, And leaſt we. ſhould 
think future happineſs fuſpended 'till the gene- 
ral reſurrection, the apoſtle Paul earneſtly de- 
. fires to depart, that he might be with Chriſt. 

Upon the whole then, I hope it is ſufficiently 
evident, from the nature and reaſon of things, 
and from ſcripture, that the religious man's 
hopes in his laſt hours are well-grounded ones. 


Fou are by this time, I believe, expecting 
to. hear ſomething more of him who knows 
this to be true by happy experience. He de- 
ſerves to have his eminent character drawn by 
a much better pen than mine; but fince *tis 
my lot to do it, I ſhall endeavour to diſcharge 
this office as well as I can, from the ſmall in- 
formation I have received from others, and 
from my own knowlege of him. 


Our departed friend deſcended from anceſtors 
greatly eminent for piety and holineſs. His 
grandfather- the Reverend Mr. George Hughes, 
and his father the Reverend Mr. Obadiah Hughes, 
had both of them the honour to ſuffer impriſon- 
ment in the cauſe of Chriſt. Your late paſtor 
the Reverend Mr. 7obz Hughes, who inherited 
the graces of his forefathers, was born * 

| the 
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the year 1668, -and was always eſteemed” from 
a child virtuouſly inclined, When he came-from 
grammar learning, his father deſigning him for 
the miniſtry put him under the tuition 'of the 
Reverend Mr. Craddock of Biſhop-Stortford ; af- 
ter two years ſpent in academical learning there, 
he went over to Geneva, and from thence to 
Utrecht, in order to finiſh his ſtudies. ' He con- 
tinued a year in each of theſe places, and then 
he returned to his father, and diſcovered a 
ſtronger inclination to the ſtudy of the law than 
to the miniſtry, from the conſideration of the 
weightineſs of that office; but finding his fa- 
ther very averſe to the former profeſſion, and 
greatly deſirous that he ſhould engage in the lat- 
ter, he after ſome time ſpent in deliberate 
thought upon matters, reſolved upon the mi- 
niſtry ; but during this demurr he was a while 
with Mr. Knightly of Faſely in Northamptonſhire, 
as tutor; and afterwards in the ſame character 
he travell'd with Sir Joby Wentworth thro? moſt 
parts of this kingdom, and kept a journal of 
what he met with which was remarkable. His 
firſt labours in the miniſtry were at London ; he 
had an evening lecture there at his uncle's the 
. and reverend Mr. How; and on the Lord's 
day mornings preach'd at Hoxton, from whence 
he was call'd to ſettle in this place, which in- 
joy'd his faithful inſtructions for near thirty 
years, and I hope they were ſucceſsful ones. - 
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l wich Ihad a greater knowledge df him than 
I have been able to come at, ing the ſhort 
time I have had the pleaſure and advantage of 
being acquainted with him. — what 
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[036] 
follows I can truly ſay of him ; he had a clear 
head, a ſtrong judgment, a large compaſs of 
thought, and a pious humble heart: which laſt 
endowment, like a proper ſhade in a maſterl 
e a moſt engaging beauty over all 
1e IT PT F 1 5 \ 


Illis private converſation, was manly, grave, 


ſerious, - and very inſtructive ; and withal 
well ſeaſond with a graceful: freedom and affa- 
bility; there was nothing ſtiff, reſerved, and 
aſſuming in him. He loved to talk of things 
of importance, eſpecially in religion, and had 
an admirable talent, which he. managed with 
great prudence, at giving a ſerious turn in con- 


verſation. I believe I may ſafely ſay, that but 


few converſed with him, without being made 
better and wiſer 5 if it was not their own fault. 
ſuch was his humane, courteous, and conde- 
ſcending carriage to all, chat I will venture to 


fay it in the face of this auditory, and I verily 


believe, I might ſay. it in the face of all the 
world, that —— to know him, 
without. fearing à contradiſtion, that he was 


univerſally beloved, and he certainly deſerved 


it, for he had himſelf a hearty love for all 
mankind. He kept at the utmoſt diſtance, 
from what is too common a crime, I mean that 
of talking over the faults of 6thers, without a- 
ny juſt call; and when there was 3 
for any thing of this nature, it was done wi 

much tenderneſs: à certain mark of a great and 


» 
L at bs 4" a 4 * P 
- * i 
» fe þ * 2 
* 2 14 4 _— 
- 


« 
. of 
« > 
" 
; , 2 
= * 
Pg * * a 
> 
* j 
4 t b. + ® 1 " _ . 
- ' 
” 


5 


Hs NB" %* Tx E a Ro 


a „ a 
RY "TR "hp 8 9 
* 8 

— * * 

4 

m— 

"© id * 

N 


* 


| us — 4 * y 
. £5 
t 37 1 
„ " my 1 4 . 1 


He never allowed himſelf to cenſure any man 
for differing from him in point of judgment, 
and this part of his conduct did not proceed 
from want of regard to truths of an important 
nature, but from a hearty love to this truly 
Chriſtian and Proteſtant Principle, that every 
one in the affair of conſcience and ſalvation, 
has a right to judge for himſelf, which no one 
man, nor any ſett of men, however dignified, 
ought to infringe. | * 


He was a very Hard ſtudent, perſued truth 
with the moſt unwearied application 3 and as 
the reward of his pains, knew as much per- 
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haps as moſt men. 


Fe had an excellent and moſt affecting gift 
in prayer. O! with what ſolemnity, proprie- 
ty, connexion, and copiouſneſs, would he ' 
to the great God as the mouth of this Society ! 
And as to his preaching, fo far as I have heard 
from him, even in the decline of life, and af-/ 
ter many great ſhacks from pain and forrow, 
he uſually diſcover d a great furniture of know- 

ledge in his compoſitions, and aimed at the in- 
formation of the judgment, as well as the mend- 


©, Under all his uncommon pains f the body, 


and diftreſs of mind, which he for many y 
endured, he diſcovered” ſuch meekneſs and — 
tience, that one could not but think, that 


there was much of the ſpirit of a Moſes and a i 
Job united in him, * have I heard _ _. WA 
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parent, and a ſincere 8 and the gert. 
ing welfare of his peo and. family, 
neat his heart. _ are all greatly indebt- 
to him for his pious and zealous; endeavours 

good, my for his frequent * ar- 
dent cries.to God on their behalf. N 


- Dwringilts ut isst l Hades mack Gui 
verſation with him, for he was not fit for it 
thro? wealeneſa, tho ſenſible for the» moſt part 
even to his laſt hour. He deſired I would not 
1 his life, and ſeemed apprehenſive that 
work was done, He had peace in his ſoul, 
and good hope of future and after 
about fix. weeks, ndl, went off the of 
life with a ſmile in his countenance Tow 
could he do otherwiſe than ſmile in the arms 
of death, when without doubt he looked op 
thro”. an open heaven to a; ſmiling God; 
that we may die the death of he righteous, 
eee 1 
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An that be printed, whichia.0 pity, were OY 
e excellent pieces EY the divinity 
Chriſt. ii # 
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but in miniature, the character of one who was 
very much of the gentleman, the ſcholar, the 


divine, and the chriſtian, and has left bur few 
equals behind him. 1 , 


What remains now but that we prepare to 
follow him? You dearly loved him, and he as 
dearly loved yo your vet value — 
diſcover itſelf b acting u to 
r ni his bright and ex- 
cellent example, fo far as he trod in the foot- 

ſteps of his, and our common Lord. And that 
you may do ſo, may the grace of our Lord 
. and Saviour Jeſus the love of God the 
| be and the ä =_ Holy Spirit, 
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